
Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. 
Then  fill  in  the answer on your answer document.  

A Gift from Nature 

1 Layla knew the grin on her face stretched from ear to ear. She 
just couldn’t help it. Was there anything better than spending a 
school day exploring a national park? Layla didn’t think so. She loved 
being outside because there was always something new to discover. 
This was only the second field trip she had ever been on, but Layla 
was certain this would be the best one of her school career. 

2 The group’s hike had just begun, yet Layla had already seen and 
learned about many interesting things. She listened carefully as the 
tour guide pointed to a plant covered with tiny yellow flowers. The 
guide explained that butterflies loved this native Texas plant called 
lantana. Then she gathered the group to move ahead. 

3 As Layla got close to the lantana, she couldn’t believe her luck. A 
beautiful orange butterfly with black and white spots had landed on 
one of the tiny yellow flowers. Layla quickly grabbed her camera and 
snapped a picture. As she tucked her camera back in her backpack, 
something on the trail caught her eye. Layla picked up the object. It 
looked like a rock that had been broken in half. When she turned it 
over in her hand, Layla gasped in surprise. She could see that the 
rock was not solid all the way through. Along the inside wall of the 
hollow rock were tiny, beautiful crystals. 

4 Layla gazed at the little twinkling gift tucked inside the rock. She 
was so absorbed in her discovery that she did not hear her classmate 
Cooper walking behind her. Cooper leaned over Layla’s shoulder and 
said, “You found a geode? Cool!” 

5 Layla jumped. “A what?” she asked. 

6 “A geode. It’s a kind of rock with crystals inside. That’s a nice 
one. Quick! Hide it before the tour guide sees it.” 
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7 Layla quickly shoved it into the pocket of her jacket. Then she 
turned, looking over her shoulder to see where the tour guide was. 
She breathed a sigh of relief when she saw the guide far down the 
trail with the rest of the group. 

8 “I’m not sure I should keep it,” Layla said. “The tour guide might 
like to see it and tell us what she knows about it. Besides, don’t you 
remember what she told us?” 

9 Cooper rolled his eyes. “Yeah, yeah. ‘Take only pictures. Leave 
only footprints.’ But there are probably a million of those rocks lying 
around in this area. Do you really think they are going to miss this 
one rock? You know what I think? It will make an awesome souvenir.” 
With that, Cooper jogged down the trail to catch up with the rest of 
the class. 

10 Layla bit her lip uncertainly as her fingers touched the rock inside 
her pocket. “It would give me something to help me remember the 
trip,” she thought. But Layla could not ignore the heavy feeling that 
had settled in her heart. 

11 Take only pictures. Leave only footprints. The tour guide’s words 
played over and over in Layla’s mind. 
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12 As she stood on the edge of the trail, Layla suddenly noticed the 
cool breeze, and it comforted her. The sweet scent of the honeysuckle 
blossoms brought a smile to her face. The songs of nearby birds 
seemed to speak to her and tell her what she should do. 

13 Carefully, Layla removed the geode from her pocket. As she held 
it, she felt the heaviness lift from inside her. She smiled when the 
sunlight bounced off the crystals, sending the rays in a thousand 
directions at once. “You sure are pretty,” she murmured. 

14 She was still smiling as she looked ahead at her classmates, who 
were down the trail with the tour guide. As she started to jog toward 
them, Layla cradled the geode gently in her hands. 

15 “I know just who to show you to,” Layla said with confidence as 
she ran to join the group and talk to the guide. 
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7 Which words from paragraph 14 best help the reader understand what cradled 
means? 

A at her classmates 

B down the trail 

C with the tour guide 

D gently in her hands 

8 The details in paragraph 1 are important to the plot of the story because they 
help the reader understand that Layla — 

F is easy to please 

G enjoys being alone 

H loves and respects nature 

J has been to a forest on another field trip 

9 What is the main message of the story? 

A People do not always learn from their mistakes. 

B Spending time outdoors can be rewarding. 

C Rules are made for the safety of everyone. 

D Making the right choice can be difficult. 
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10 Which of these events leads to Layla finding the geode? 

F She stops to take a photograph. 

G She listens to what Cooper tells her. 

H She remembers the tour guide’s words. 

J She starts to jog toward her classmates. 

11 Read this sentence from paragraph 10. 

But Layla could not ignore the heavy 
feeling that had settled in her heart. 

The imagery in this sentence suggests that Layla feels — 

A angry, because she doesn’t like what she is thinking to herself 

B uncomfortable, because she knows that she is making a mistake 

C curious, because she wants to study the rock and learn more about it 

D proud, because she realizes that she is the one who found an unusual rock 
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12 Read paragraph 11. 

Take only pictures. Leave only footprints. 
The tour guide’s words played over and 
over in Layla’s mind. 

What do these sentences show about Layla? 

F She wants to take pictures of the geode. 

G She is good at recalling important ideas. 

H She is not sure what the tour guide meant. 

J She is considering what she should do with the geode. 

13 What is the most likely reason Layla decides against taking the geode home? 

A She cannot think of a way to make the rock useful. 

B She realizes that the rock should stay in its natural surroundings. 

C She is afraid of what others might say if she keeps it. 

D She is worried that Cooper will try to take it away from her. 

14 What can the reader tell about how Layla feels toward the tour guide? 

F Layla wishes the tour guide had selected a more interesting path for the group 
to walk in the park. 

G Layla thinks the tour guide is boring. 

H Layla thinks the tour guide saw the geode near the trail and forgot to talk 
about it. 

J Layla respects the tour guide’s knowledge. 

Reading 

Page 14 



15 The imagery in the first sentence of the story helps the reader understand that 
Layla is — 

A tired from doing schoolwork 

B excited about being on a field trip 

C concerned about hiking in a national park 

D curious about where her class will go next 

16 Read this sentence from paragraph 13. 

She smiled when the sunlight bounced off 
the crystals, sending the rays in a 
thousand directions at once. 

The author uses this description to suggest that — 

F the geode looks beautiful as it shines 

G Layla really wants to keep the geode 

H the forest has many other hidden geodes 

J Layla is wondering how the geode formed 
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